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Inquiry news

Professor Liakat Parapia described taking over as director of Bradford
Haemophilia Centre as a relatively inexperienced consultant at the age of
31. He said centre facilities were “abysmal”, lacking even a dedicated
treatment room with patients often seen in a laboratory. He gradually
built it up to offer “comprehensive care”, including a dental consultant, a
social worker and nurse specialist. When Prof took over as acting director
in 1981 virtually all patients were treated with cryoprecipitate—as a re-
sult other directors regarded Bradford’s centre as “an inferior place”.
Prof Parapia described his guilt at making the decision to switch to com-
mercial factor in 1982 and said he was to blame for his patients—whom
he regarded as his friends—becoming infected. He became emotional as
he concluded his evidence and said the scandal should “never have hap-
pened.” He apologised to his patients.

Quotes of the week

“Without knowing it, I'm respon-
sible for infecting them [his pa-
tients]... All | can say is I'm sor-

ry." Prof Parapia

"We were desperate for guid-
ance and ...we were desperate
for leadership which | don't think
we ever got properly either from
the government or UKHCDO. “

Prof Parapia

"As a single-handed consultant a
vast bulk of my time was taken
by managing all the problems
that arose [with HIV].. hepatitis
C at that particular time was tak-
ing a bit of a back seat."

Dr Wilde

"I'm ashamed to say I'm not sure
| would have had the strength of
character to go against the pre-
vailing view."

Prof Franklin on whether he
would have stopped factor con-
centrate if he’d joined before
1983

"I have paid our first 1985 dona-
tion to your research fund to the
Finance Department of the Cen-
tral Birmingham Health Authori-

n

ty.

A letter from Armour pharma-
ceutical company to Prof Hill in
March 1985




