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Inquiry in focus: Armour’s HT Factorate treated product who survived NANB

contamination."

Research by Dr Alfred Prince of the New York Blood Centre for Armour on its
heat treated Factorate (freeze dried, heat treated at 60 degrees C for 30 hours)
in January 85 found it had a "surprisingly modest" effect. Armour refused him leagues, January 1986
permission to publish this, doubting his methods and claiming it would be
“confusing”. In July 1985 a patient in Lewisham became the first in the UK to be
infected with HIV following treatment with HT Factorate. Christopher Bishop, meeting...to convert all directors to
then Armour UK’s Biologicals Division Manager, knew about this but he and his products which...have a better track
colleagues did not tell clinicians of the potential risks of the product as it was still record...to the elimination of NANB
being investigated by the company. The case was not officially reported for eight [hepatitis]."

months. In January 1986 Dr Peter Jones went public on his concerns about the
product, following another case in Holland. Mr Bishop, who stressed that all deci- Armour UK'’s Christopher Bishop on a
sions about the products were made by colleagues in the US, feared Armour UK meeting of UK haemophilia centre di-
would lose its place in the market if it could not inspire confidence in the prod- e i Ve TG

uct. When two children in Birmingham tested positive for HIV after treatment
with HT Factorate in September 1986 it was withdrawn from the UK.
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